During the Anglo Saxon period the Hundred of Worth, laying north east of a line between Castle Eaton and South Marston, was established. At some point before 1194 the separate hundred of Scipe was merged with that of Worth and encompassed an area bounded by Marston Maisey, Lydiard Millicent, Stratton St Margaret, Sevenhampton and Upper Inglesham, and containing some thirty tithings. 

Associated with the manor of Sevenhampton, to which it belonged, it appears, with the rest of Highworth, Eastrop, Westrop, Marston and Inglesham, to have formed part of the royal estate mentioned in the Geld Rolls of 1084. A manor to which a hundred belonged and which had a minster church was likely to have been a royal manor. By the late Anglo Saxon period just such a church had been established on the crown of the hill. This church is mentioned in the Domesday survey of 1086. 
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Have included my notes for your info. Please feel free to hack about as you see fit.
 

The ancient hill top town of Highworth occupies a pre-eminent position above the Upper Thames valley, standing 133 metres or 436 feet above sea level it is the highest town in Wiltshire. It appears to have seen almost continuous occupation for 4000 years. Archaeological evidence of Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age, Roman and Romano British remains have been found on and around its hill top. (m. J. Stone p23 part I) Highworth itself is bounded by the historic tythings of Westrop and Eastrop. 

During the Anglo Saxon period the Hundred of Worth was established. As with all Hundreds it had military, administrative and judicial functions and their names were often taken from their original meeting places usually remote from settlements, often by a major highway. In the 11th century the hundred of Worth was only half the area of the later hundred, an area which lay north east of a line between Castle Eaton and South Marston. At some point before 1194 part of the separate hundred of Scipe, known only from the Geld Rolls, was merged with Worth. The hundred then came to include an area in the north east corner of Wiltshire, largely bounded by the rivers Thames, Cole and Ray and made up of thirty tithings. Roughly square shaped it stretched from, in the north west Marston Maisey, to the south west Lydiard Millicent across to Stratton St Margaret in the south east moving north to include Sevenhampton and Upper Inglesham. It also included the tithing of Even Swindon.

 

Worth was the name used for the area containing not only Highworth, but also Sevenhampton, South Marston, Hampton, Eastrop, and Westrop all of which were in the parish of Highworth until the 19th century. Highworth’s name derives from the Old English worth, a common term for a settlement, probably an ‘enclosed settlement’ or a relatively small enclosure. The prefix high, denoting its prominent hilltop position first appearing in the thirteenth century when the town plan was laid out by charter of Edward II. Eastrop and Westrop probably derive their names from the Old English ‘thorp’ meaning a village or hamlet. In the early glosses thorp was used as an alternative to the Old English thingstow or ‘place of assembly’ and again suggests that originally Highworth was an ancient meeting place. That Eastrop and Westrop were east and west of this assembly place.

The Anglo Saxon Chronicles record that King Edward the Confessor, 1042 -1066, set up minster churches for ‘Establishing a priest of good life and reputation’. 

Minster churches are thought to represent the first phase of church construction in England, and served as a base from which a group of priests went out to serve the people of an extensive surrounding area, which might co-incide with a large multiple estate. These churches would administer the basic rites of baptism and burial, and took the dues like mortuaries associated with them. They also collected the tithes on all produce.

By the eleventh century just such a church had been established in Highworth. Mention of the priest is made in the Domesday survey of 1086, ‘Ralph the priest holds the church of Wrde and to it belong 3 hides which did not pay geld in the time of King Edward. Land for 2 ploughs. These the priest has, with 6 bordars; meadow, 10 acres. Value 100s.’ This is the estate represented in the hundred by the ‘tithing of the parson of Worth’.

The fact that the church is provided with 3 hides in the Domesday book, that it had the typical cruciform church plan associated with this early status and that it had two chapelries at South Marston, and Blunsdon further indicate that it was a minster church and estate centre. 

The 1091 charter of St Osmund, Bishop of Old Sarum, shows that the chapter already held the church of Highworth and that the tithes belonged to the canons. About 1245 Margery de Redvers, daughter of Warin FitzGerold, who held the manor of Sevenhampton and the Hundred of Worth, had a Prebendary made and ordained. 

 

Highworth itself refers strictly to the hilltop area on which stand the church and market town and which it is supposed was the ancient meeting place of the hundred. To the west are to be found the ancient tythings of Westrop and Hampton Turville and to the south east and east those of Sevenhampton and Eastrop. All of these had their manors, the most important of which was Sevenhampton. 

The Hundred of Highworth had been granted to Warin FitzGerold the elder by Henry II in 1156 and formed part of the estate for the support of a chamberlain at the Exchequer. It belonged to the manor of Sevenhampton forming a fairly important rural estate. Lands of its lord within the hundred were sometimes described as ‘in the liberty of Sevenhampton‘. Such evidence that does exist of the early history of the hundred and the manor tends to show that the association was of ancient origin. A manor to which a hundred belonged was likely to have been a royal manor at the time of Domesday. Sevenhampton’s history cannot be traced continuously back to Domesday but there are indications that the Crown had the manor in 1086. Sevenhampton, the rest of Highworth, Eastrop, Westrop, Marston and Inglesham are not mentioned in Domesday although all the rest of the hundred is accounted for. It therefore appears that these places formed part of the royal estate mentioned in the Geld Rolls of 1084. 

By the 13th century a hundred was regarded as a source of revenue rather than as a source of political prestige or public authority. The manor together with the hundred passed into the de Redvers family on the marriage of Warin FitzGerold the younger’s only child, Margaret or Margery to Baldwin de Redvers, Earl of Devon, in about 1215. They stayed in the family until Isabel de Forz passed them to Adam de Stratton in November 1276. On his disgrace in 1289 his lands and goods were forfeited to the Crown. From this time until 1541, when Thomas Seymour acquired the manor, it is unlikely that few of its lords came near it. During that period it was administered by keepers for Margaret, the second wife of Edward, Isabel, the widow of Edward II, Phillippa, widow of Edward III, John de Montfort, duke of Brittany, Edmund, duke of York, his second son Edward, Cicely, duchess of York, who was mother of Edward IV, Elizabeth, queen to Henry VI, Catherine of Aragon, Jane Seymour, Anne of Cleves, and Catherine Howard. In 1542 it passed to John Warneford and it was at about this time that the manor’s association with the hundred appears to have ended. 

The Aylmer’s appear to have been a prominent family with long connections to the Sevenhampton estate. The 1275 extent of the manor not only lists a William, and another William, son of Adam Aylmer, as freemen but the names Eylmeresforlang and Eylemereslond appear in the list of demesne land. John Aylmer was the hundred bailiff between 1269 and 1286.

William Aylmer, of Sevenhampton, parson of Doddington, was a former trusted clerk of Despenser, and is known to have given judgement against some of Mortimer’s welsh supporters in 1324. He was named in a 1327 enquiry into affrays caused by several men. These same people, including Aylmer, were indicted that July for ‘another conspiracy to liberate the King, Edward II.’

Hampton Turville draws its name from the de Turville family who held the manor at least from 1206 when Robert de Turville was the lord. Its first known mention is in a document dated 924 which was signed at Hampton.

Westrop was held by the Rivers family of Tormarton in Gloucestershire, certainly from 1277. There is some indication from the pipe rolls of 1206 that it may previously have been held by Eustace de Balliol. By 1329 the Rivers family held both the manors of Westrop and Hampton Turville, and by 1339 the manors appear to have merged becoming known as the manor, singular, of Westrop and Hampton. By 1412 the manor had passed to Thomas Brooke who later sold it on to Edmund Payne. Further research needs to be done on this manor.

Eastrop manor was held by the de Mandeville family probably as one of the estates granted to Geoffrey de Mandeville, Earl of Essex, one of the eleven great Norman barons, by William the Conqueror. Certainly it was held by his great grandson Ernulf in 1156. The de Mandevilles continued to hold it until 1361 when Benedicta, widow of the recently deceased John, granted the manor to the rector and brethren of the house of Edington. The priory held the lands until the dissolution when in 1539 the priory and all its lands were surrendered to the King’s commissioners. The bulk of Edington’s estates including Eastrop was secured by Thomas, Lord Seymour, in 1541. In 1547 the land reverted to the crown on Seymour’s conviction for treason and his later execution. The manor was later acquired in 1568 by the Dunch’s of Little Wittenden, Berkshire, then passing via James Craggs into the Elliot family, the Earl’s of St Germans.

Market and Borough

Warin FitzGerold the younger, hereditary chamberlain to both King Richard and King John, and whose name appears on the Magna Carta, was granted the right to hold a weekly Wednesday market and an annual fair at Highworth on the feast of St Michael (29th September) by King John on the 20 April 1206. A later grant to hold an annual fair on the feast of St Peter ad Vincula (1st August) was made to his great grandson, Baldwin de Redvers, 8th Earl of Devon, by King Henry II on 12 June 1257. 

It is not known exactly when Highworth became a borough. It is possible that its charter may have been granted at the same time as the one to hold markets and fairs. There was a close relationship between the rights and privileges granted in the borough charters and the trade of the markets and fairs. The freemen of the town had the right to hold property by what was known as burgage tenure and were also granted commercial freedoms the most notable being exemption from tolls giving them an immediate trading advantage. Certainly by 1262 Highworth is recorded as a borough with fifty tenants holding burgages or part burgages. Remnants of the linear pattern of the medieval burgage plots, the long narrow strips of land, which these tenants would have held, can still be seen between the High Street and Brewery Street, and Sheep Street to Cherry Orchard. The houses on the north side of the High Street and in the centre of the market place appear to be later encroachments testifying to Highworth‘s success. It should be mentioned here that Highworth itself is quite small bounded by Brewery Street, Swindon Street, the upper part of Lechlade Road and Cherry Orchard Lane.

The extent of 1275 mentions that the lease of the windmill, market and fair of Highworth brought in an annual income of £10.00 The average weekly wage at that time was 4d (1.66p.)

By 1547 Thomas, Lord Seymour held the Hundred and Borough of Highworth together with the fairs and markets. These had come into his possession in 1547 on his marriage to the widowed Queen Catherine Parr who had been granted them for her life as part of her dower on her marriage to King Henry VIII. Leland, the antiquarian, writing in the mid sixteenth century relates that:

‘I lernid of certentye that a mile out of Faringdon, toward the right way (to) Highworth toune V miles from Faringdon wher is a good market for Barkshir on the Wensday’

