Protecting and preserving the community’s access to the natural environment and open country side

· Identify all of our green spaces

· Reclaim those spaces back into the community Example( Crane Furlong and adjacent land)

· Bring the green spaces into local ownership

· Set up a maintenance program to keep these areas attractive possibly under one umbrella organisation.

· Assess their usage in relation to local community demi graphics

· Identify potential uses for these areas and improve facilities accordingly.

· Promote the use of the green spaces both in the community and further afield

· Signage where appropriate   (I.e. Pentylands Country Park)

· Identify other related spaces outside the immediate community,  Stanton Park, Sevenfields, Lydiard Park, Badbury Clump etc.

· Produce information leaflets about these places and their relationship to Highworth.

· Creation of  an attractive and welcoming atmosphere on the approaches to Highworth

· Plant avenues of trees on the approach roads into Highworth

· Tidy up the approaches (5) to the Town.

· Identify the boundary points on the approaches and provide and identity I.e. Gates at sides of roads.

· Plant out the roundabout on A361 north of Highworth

· Improve the aspect of the roads particularly the main road leading into the town. By managing the trees and shrubbery at the side of roads and if necessary paint /clean the retaining walls on the Hill north of the town on A361.

· Tidy up the elms and make it a feature of the towns past.

· Provide literature on the town it history and its buildings.

· Persuade the companies locate on the industrial estate to improve the appearance of the estate (make it a feature of the town instead of appearing to be run down.  

· Creating an attractive town centre with buildings that enhance the character

· Better signs

· Floral Displays

· Promotion of pride in the town

· more events to promote local participation.  

· The Highworth Festival is a proactive case in point.  This should be built on to become the norm

· Transport 

· Better welcome signs to Highworth.

· Divert traffic down Brewery Street

· Improve the footpaths around the town

· Create a continuous footpath along Roundhills Mead

· Low Carbon Town

· Car Sharing by parents bringing children to school

· Cycle ways around the town

· Cycle ways to link with other towns Swindon, Shrivenham Faringdon Cricklade etc.

· Reduce sped limit so Roundhills Mead

· Better crossing points 

· Speed bump / raised crossing area outside the fox on Swindon Street to slow down vehicles approaching the roundabout providing increase safety to vehicles entering the roundabout from Brewery Street and Shrivenham Road   This will also provide a crossing point for pedestrians to access the Elms and the REC

· Educate people to walk rather than use cars

· Dedicated drop off point for school children attending Warneford and Southfields  Possibly car park area opposite old library.  Children can access both schools via Kings Avenue

· Supervisors to see the children into school

· Restrict parking in the High Street

· Pedestrianise the town centre

· Local Highworth Bus (preferably electric) to provide transport around Highworth to encourage people to get out of their cars.

· CO-OP to possibly fund part of bus cost like Asda does.

· Mobility rental centre to increase independence of elderly residents

· Better transport options

· Litter and general appearance

· Provision of more litter bins around the town

· provision of more dog waste bins

· Education program both in schools and of adults (by local publicity) on litter and clearing of dog waste. 

· Swindon recycling street collectors to be more responsible about items they cannot take

·  They should exercise more flexibility.

· They should show more care when dealing with items such as paper to ensure it does not blow all over the street.

· Ensure we all use our resources wisely

· Recycle contents of skips

· Get local business involved in recycling I.e. The co-op is promoting reusable bags.  

· Bio degradable bags for use in bins.  Note from ken these do not degrade in landfill.

· Promote Buy Local

· Increase number of allotments

· Recycle timber for wood burners

· Local Recycling centre(s)

· Promote composting

· Composting service for homes that are unable or unwilling to compost at home (this could possibly be piggy backed on to existing collections and a weekly/fortnightly collection made and taken to a local composting point the resulting compost can then be sold to offset some of the costs

· Try to persuade residents to switch to green energy.

· Have Carbon free days where a charge is made for all vehicles parked in the town centre

· Street Representatives to help with promoting and implementing local initiatives  Aim Each Street to have a Rep.

· By doing these things we are ensuring future generations can aspire to a better quality of life.

