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Meeting with the Congregations of Highworth Churches

Wednesday 23rd January 2008 at 7.30pm
St Michael’s Church

REPORT

The Highworth Community Partnership Group invited all of the church congregations to a consultation meeting.  The consultation was  based on the aspirations described in the Vision for Highworth.

Thirty-four people attended the session, representing St Michael’s Church, Highworth Methodist Church, Highworth Community Church and the United Reform Church.

Following an introduction from the Chair, the parishioners divided into four groups and were asked to read through the Vision and identify a project from each of the four areas, Economic, Environmental, Transport and Accessibility and Social and Community.

The discussion that ensued was enthusiastic and very positive from all of the groups.
The outcomes of those discussions are listed overleaf.

Our thanks go to St Michael’s Church for hosting the event, to all of the parishioners who attended and to Gwen for facilitating a group at short notice!.

Keith Smith

Chairman

January 2008
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Meeting with Highworth Church Congregations

Wednesday 23rd January 2008

OUTCOMES

	
	Economic
	Environment
	Transport and Accessibility
	Social and Community

	GROUP  1 (Peter)


	High Street one way from traffic lights

Advertise ‘Free’ car parking

Make Priory Green car park long term

New car park at lower Rec.

Colour scheme for buildings  - Swindon St./ High St./ Market Square

Better control of business signs esp. Swindon St.

Plant trees in town centre

Tourism

Promote church    (Grade One)

Advertise ‘Passion’ and Festival more widely

Promote Coleshill – World War Two

Create a good website for Highworth

	
	
	Re- open Youth Centre and appoint youth leader

Expand Rec

New Community Hall – Windrush area



	GROUP 2 (Alison)
	Make entrance/exit roundabouts more attractive and welcoming

Some uniformity of colours of houses in Swindon Street

Something similar to Lechlade/Burford to attract people

Highworth loyalty card for businesses

Council tax incentive for people who work within a 5 mile radius of Highworth

Tax breaks/financial incentives for volunteer work.
	Remove eurobins from church entrance

Enhance visual amenities of town eg remove scaffolding from back lanes

Pave Co-op alleyway
	Cycle track to Swindon is a good idea and vital

Cycle/motor bike racks in town centre, eg on cobbles by bank.
	Support school heads for families without fathers

To be a caring community – look out for others

Community pride and identity

Celebrating and encouraging volunteers, particularly at schools.

To make a culture that recognise people who do


	GROUP 3 (Gwen)
	Flowers to welcome people in to the town

Bulbs in areas on the roadside

Small museum with history on display

Raise history of town

Town trail with some historical features of town eg Westrop House, Roman , church visits etc

Better tourist information available in the Lighthouse bookshop – booklets available

Get children involved in writing about the town

Alleyway from Market Square to Co-op upgraded

Farmers market down centre of Swindon Street once a week

Plaques

Historic sites listed on ‘Welcome to Highworth’ signs on approach to the town.
	Town trail starting from a historical building

Footpaths passable for parents with buggy, rather than stiles

Footpaths down Pentylands Lane or close lane off – children there means accident waiting to happen – dangerous lane.

Cycle tracks

Explore developing/identifying old railway line as walking area

Look carefully at buildings in Swindon Street

Footpaths on all roads

History listed on signs

	Bus to Asda

Cycle tracks


	All weather open air sports facility

Area that is able to be used for a variety of purposes/sports etc eg half a football pitch (MUGA)

Skate board park (suggest area of car parking  outside police station)

More housing for single people and small families

NHS dentist



	GROUP 4 (Keith)
	Increase the variety of shops trading in the town centre

Seek to provide incentives to businesses to set up in the town, eg reduced business rates

Improve the alley way between High Street and Co-op

Public footpaths need to be tastefully resurfaced

The town needs a museum

The historical society could produce new Town Guide
	A wetlands and field centre could be developed on the Pentylands site

Encourage Highworth to be a Cittaslow town, with locally produced goods on sale and more people encouraged to shop locally.
	Cycle paths to Swindon, Blunsdon and Lechlade are a priority

Whilst the route no.7 is very successful frequency should be extended in the evenings
	It is important to create and maintain an infrastructure that encourages a complete age range of residents – there is a danger of too few young people

Quarterly themed markets should be encouraged

We should try to embed a volunteering ethos


