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Meeting with Highworth Business Community

Tuesday 28th August 2007

OUTCOMES

	GROUPS
	What are your priorities for change?
	What are preferred, but practical, proposals for traffic and parking?
	How can more businesses be encouraged into Highworth and what are the barriers to new traders?

	1
	Improved town signs; trees in Swindon Street; improve both roundabouts on Lechlade Road; Have a Highworth Town sign (as Norfolk towns) on the Fox roundabout.
	Introduce a pedestrian scheme in the High Street, with a single flow of traffic one way. (see diagram)
	Hold a distinctive annual festival, eg Hay-on-Wye book festival, Marlborough Jazz Festival.  Perhaps have a Golf Festival.

	2
	Increase the amount of parking; limit time for Market square parking; plant trees and improve the environment in Swindon Street; better signage to the High Street, encourage specialist shops to open.

Set target dates for carrying out the plan.
	Pedestrian Crossing; not one-way
	Specialist traders should be encouraged; a new restaurant (Italian?)

Barriers include: No parking and high business rates

	3
	Need more colour in town centre, not painted, but floral.  White buildings would make the flowers stand out.
	Discourage people from using the Town centre as a park-and-ride street; this would encourage more people to come to the town.

Change the road set up to make it more attractive – pave it, but allow cars to use it – slowly.
	Pressure Swindon borough Council to reduce rates.  Business rates in Highworth are higher than in Swindon.

	4
	Colours of the buildings are not the issue – shop signage is the issue.

Open up the park at the corner of the Elms (Memorial Garden) walls half the height.

Deal with the pigeons.
	Develop a new car park at the entrance to the golf course; restrict parking on the Market Square
	Community or Council grant for painting shop frontages.

Fly the flags!

	5
	The High street should be made one way with better use of pavements for social gatherings and café type places. 

	Parking in the Market Square should be restricted to 2 hours to allow visitors to come into the town.  This would encourage more trade for local business and possibly encourage new business into the area. 
	Redesign the whole Market Square. 


	Other
	
	
	Set up a list of businesses in Highworth or a directory free of charge


